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CONPIDENTIAL NDJAMENA 2026 

E. O. II652:GDS 

TAGS: PINS, MOPS, CD 

SUBJECT: REVIEW OP LIGHTING IN ATI 

REF: NDJAMENA 1975 

EUMMARY: REFTEL GAVE INITIAIL REPORT OP LIGHTING AT ATI. 

THIS MESSAGE PROVIDES FURTHER DETAILS. 

1 . SUMMING UP OP LIGHTING AT ATI REVEALS INITIAL 
ACCOUNTS SOMEWHAT INN ERROR. FRENCH SUPFERED THREE 
DEAD AND 14 WOUNDED; REBELS, 75 TO 80 DEAD AND TWO 
PRISONERS WITH UNKNOWN WOUNDED: AND CIVILAN CASUALTIES 
INCLUDED 25 TO 30 DEAD PLUS GUESSTIMATED 120 WOUNDED. 
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2. SKEWED PIGURES OP MANY DEAD AND NO PRISONERS 

RESULTED FROM FRENCH STRATEGY OP MINIMIZING THEIR 

OWN LOSSES THROUGH USE OP AIR POWER. INITIAL PRENCH 

ASSAULT WAS LAUNCED AROUND NOON PRIDAY, MAY 19, BY 

JAGUAR AIRCRAFT AND WAS FOLLOWED UP BY HELICPOTER 

GUNSHIPS. WHEN PRENCH POUND THEY WERE STILL MEETING RESISTANCE, 
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GROUND FORCES WITHDREW AT 1600 HRS TO 
SECURE POSITIONS EOR NIGHT. WHEN AIR WAS SENT IN 
MORNING SATURDAY, MAY 20 AND ENCOUNTERED NO RESISTANCE, 
ERENCH GROUND FORCES MOVED IN TO OCCUPY CITY WHICH 
REBELS HAD ABANDONED OVERNIGHT. 

3. EMBASSY AND DATT SOURCES REVEAL THAT A NUMBER 
OE NEW WEAPONS SUREACED AT ATI. AMONG 
CAPTURED REBEL STOCKS WERE 106MM RECOILLESS 
RIFLE AND ONE ANTI-TANK RPG-7. THE LATTER IS THE 
FIRST TO BE CAPTURED. FRENCH NOT ONLY USED JAGUARS 
EOR EIRST FULL SCALE MISSION, BUT ALSO EMPLOYED 
AS-1 1 WIRE GUDED MISSLES EROM HELICOPTER GUNSHIPS. 

4. RADIO CHAD INTERVIEW WITH CAPTURED TRUCK 
DRIVER, BROADCAST MAY 23, CONTAINED INEORMATION THAT 
COLUMN ATTACKING ATI AND DJEDDA, COMPRISED OF 14 TRUCKS 
AND APPROXIMATELY 150 MEN, ORIGINATED AT 

SEBHA, LIBYA. IT WAS JOINED IN VICINTY ATI BY LOCAL 
REBEL EORCES. (EMBASSY SOURCES REPORT ONLY POUR OR 
LIVE TRUCKS PROM COLUMN WERE DESTRYED AND THAT 
REBELS REMAINS WITHIN 45 KILOMETERS OP ATI.) 

5. TWO ERENCH JOUNALISTS NOW ARE SCHEDULED TO 

VISIT MONGO AND ATI AREAS. WE WILL INPORM DEPARTMENT 
WHEN DETAILS OF THEIR VISIT ARE AVAILABLE. 
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6. COMMENT: WHILE FRENCH STRATEGY MINIMZES 
CASUALTIES AND DOMESTIC FRENCH POLITICAL IMPACT, 

IT BOTH PERMITS REBELS TO ESCAPE AND REFORM AND 
ADDS TO CIVILAIN ANIMOSITY IN NORTH BECAUSE 
OF EXTENSIVE VICTIMS AMONG LOCAL POPULATION. ONE EMBASSY 
SOURCE QUTES AND NDJAMENA REP OF ATI FROLINAT GROUP 
AS SAYING THAT MORE THAN 120 INNOCENT VICTIMS IN CITY 
ASSURE TOTAL SUPPORT EOR ANY PUTURE FROLINAT OPERATION 
IN AREA. BRADPORD 
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